
April and May 2013: A total of 3.6 million cars were recalled due to defective 
Takata airbags. All of those airbags were made at, or otherwise used inflator units 
manufactured by, Takata's Monclova Plant in Coahuila, Mexico.
 
June 2014June 2014: Takata admitted their Mexican subsidiary had mishandled the 
manufacture of explosive propellants and improperly stored chemicals used in 
airbags. Identifying vehicles with defective airbags was made more difficult by 
the failure of TK Holdings Inc. to keep proper quality control records. That 
prompted another round of recalls in June 2013.

June 23, 2014June 23, 2014: Auto manufacturers BMW, Chrysler, Ford, Honda, Mazda, Nissan, 
and Toyota announced recalling over 3 million vehicles worldwide due to Takata 
Corporation-made airbags. The reason was that they could rupture and send 
debris flying inside the vehicle. This was in response to a US National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) investigation that was initiated after the 
NHTSA received three injury complaints.

June 23, 2014June 23, 2014: Takata said they thought excessive moisture was the cause of the 
defect. Haruo Otani, an official at the vehicle recall section of the Japanese 
Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism, said that moisture and 
humidity could be seeping inside inflators, destabilizing the volatile propellant 
inside.

July 2014July 2014: A pregnant Malaysian woman was killed in a collision involving her 
2003 Honda Civic which contained the defective airbag. The woman, aged 42, 
died when a metal fragment from a ruptured driver's airbag sliced into her neck 
in the accident in which she was driving at around 30 km/h (18 mph) when 
another vehicle hit her at a junction, according to a lawsuit filed by her father at a 
Miami federal court. Her daughter, delivered after the mother's death, died three 
days later.

NNovember 18, 2014: The NHTSA ordered Takata to initiate a nationwide airbag 
recall. The action came as 10 automakers in the U.S. recalled hundreds of 
thousands of cars equipped with potentially faulty air bags manufactured by 
Takata.

November 2014: BMW announced they would move any orders from the Mexican 
plant to a Takata plant in Germany.

MMay 19, 2015: Takata is now responsible for the largest auto recall in history. Takata 
has already recalled 40 million vehicles across 12 vehicle brands for "Airbags that 
could explode and potentially send shrapnel into the face and body of both the 
driver and front seat passenger". This recall will bring the number up to about 53 
million automobiles eligible for this recall. In November 2015, Takata was fined 
$200 million ($70 million paid upfront) by U.S. federal regulators in response to 
Takata's admission of a fault. Toyota, Mazda and Honda have said that they will 
not use ammonium nitnot use ammonium nitrate-based inflators.

May 4, 2016: The NHTSA announced recall campaigns of an additional estimated 
35-40 million inflators, adding to the already 28.8 million inflators previously 
recalled.

January 13, 2017: The United States charged three Takata executives, Shinichi 
Tanaka, Hideo Nakajima and Tsueno Chikaraishi for Takata's exploding airbags. 
The company agreed to plead guilty and to pay $1 billion to resolve the 
investigation, which includes a $25 million fine, $125 million for victim 
compensation and $850 million to compensate automobile manufacturers. At 
least 16 deaths are linked to the defective airbags.

25 June 2017:25 June 2017: Takata filed for bankruptcy in the US and bankruptcy protection in 
Japan, owing more in compensation than is possible for its survival.

28 February 2018: The Australian Federal Government announced the 
compulsory recall of all cars fitted with Takata airbags. "About 2.3 million vehicles 
will be subject to the compulsory recall and the airbags must be replaced within 
two years."

1 March 2018:1 March 2018: It was announced that 106,806 Volkswagen vehicles, including 
models such as the Golf, Passat, Polo, CC Eos, and 'Up!’ have been recalled for 
containing defective Takata airbags.

2 March 2018: Holden announced that the airbag recall now includes 330,000 of 
their Australian vehicles, despite not originally having any of their cars in the 
federal government's compulsory recall list.

4 April 2018:4 April 2018: The New Zealand government, having decided "they present the 
highest safety risk to drivers and passengers," announced a compulsory recall of 
50,000 vehicles fitted with Alpha-type Takata airbags. This compulsory recall is 
said to be only the second in New Zealand's history and the largest vehicle recall 
of its kind. The Ministry of Commerce and Consumer Affairs stated that it will also 
block the importation of any vehicles whose faulty airbags have not been 
replaced.

28 June 2018:28 June 2018: Transport Canada announced the recall of 222,336 Honda vehicles 
manufactured between 2001 and 2007 that previously had their front passenger 
airbags modified under the original Takata airbag recall of 23 June 2014. The 
modifications done to the original airbags feature a non-desiccated inflator, 
which could rupture upon deployment, causing metal inflator fragments to pass 
through the cushion material, causing injury or death. Honda did not replace the 
airbag in the original recall. Honda is replacing these airbags with units that 
feature a desifeature a desiccated inflator.

19 December 2019: Carma Project announced the launch of a program that pays 
vehicle owners to get their defective Takata airbag replaced.

4 December 2019: Takata recalled another 1.4 million front driver inflators in the 
U.S., according to government documents.

17 December 2019: The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission 
(ACCC) issued a new warning affecting around 78,000 cars manufactured 
between 1996 and 2000 of the following makes; Audi, BMW, Ford, Honda, Mazda, 
Mitsubishi, Suzuki and Toyota.

23 December 2019: Ford joins airbag recall due to safety concerns.

10 January 2020: Toyota, Mazda and Suzuki joined new airbag safety recall due to 
serious safety risk.

20 Janua20 January 2020: Honda and Mitsubishi recall 42,000 cars due to serious airbag 
safety risk.

14 April 2020: COVID-19: Takata compulsory and NADI 5-AT recalls.

5 May 2020: Motorists urged to check for deadly Takata airbags during COVID-19.

2 June 20: Carma Project Launches COVID-19 Program That Rewards Vehicle 
Owners $50 for Replacing Their Defective Takata Airbag
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Takata Defective airbag recalls (2013–present)
Takata began making airbags in 1988 and, as of 2014 they held 20 percent of the 
market. During 2013, several automakers began large recalls of vehicles due to 
Takata-made airbags. There were reports that the problems may have begun a 
decade before, with the faulty airbags placed in some Honda models starting in 1998.


